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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This application has been examined. Claims 1-10 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 

this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent 
or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the 
English language. 

3. Claims 1, 2 and 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Gambel (US 20020041667 Al). 

As per claim 1, Gambel disclosed a router [Abstract] comprising: routing 
means for routing an IP packet [Abstract, Gambel Page 3, 1(0032, a router for 
routing message]; 

an infrared-ray-emitting unit for emitting an infrared ray to an external 
apparatus [ Gambel , Page 3, 1(0032-33, a router emitting a signal by making 
use of infrared ray emitter]; 

and control means for controlling said infrared-ray-emitting unit to emit an 
infrared ray based on a signal for controlling said external apparatus in 
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accordance with data included in an IP packet received by said routing means , 
[Gambel, Page 3, 1)0032-36, a control component at the router receives remote 
user instruction and based on the instructions emitting infrared ray signal to 
control an A/V recording component]. 

As per claim 2, Gambel disclosed that the apparatus exchanging an IP 
packet with said routing means is a computer [ Gambel , Page 1, U 0006, any 
Internet capable device is remotely communicating with the remote router]. 

As per claim 5, Gambel disclosed the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 4, wherein said external apparatus is an 
audio/ video apparatus [Page 3, 1J0032-36, A/V recorder]. 

As per claim 6, Gambel disclosed that the infrared-ray-emitting unit can 
be mounted on and dismounted from a main body of said router [Page 3, 
H0032-33, disclosed infrared ray emitter]. 

Claim 7 has limitations substantially the same as in claim 6 above. 
Thus, it is rejected with the same rationale. 

Claim 8 has limitations substantially the same as in claim 1 above. 
Thus, it is rejected with the same rationale. Furthermore, Gambel disclosed the 
router device communicating with the external device via analog input/ output 
signal [Page 6, Last 3 Lines of 1(0072]. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gambel (US 20020041667 Al) in view of Ludwig et al. (U.S. Patent Number 
6,351,762) hereinafter referred to as Ludwig. 

As per claim 10, Gambel disclosed a method for controlling an 
audio/ video apparatus by using a router, comprising the steps of: emitting an 
infrared ray based on a signal for controlling said audio /video apparatus from 
said router to said audio/ video apparatus in accordance with a request made 
by a computer connected to said router [ Gambel , Page 3, ^[0032-33, a router 
emitting a signal by making use of infrared ray emitter and Gambel , Page 3, 
T|0032-36, a control component at the router receives remote user instruction 
from a remote location on the global communication network and based on the 
instructions received emitting infrared ray signal to control an A/V recording 
component]; 

Gambel , substantially disclosed the invention as claimed. Furthermore, 
Gambel disclosed a router processing analog or digital signals (Page 6, Last 3 
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Lines of TJ0072). However, Gambel failed to teach a router converting received 
analog signal into a digital signal and outputting the digital signal. However as 
evidenced by the teaching of Ludwig, a router performing conversion of analog- 
to-digital; and communicating the output digital content over the global 
network (WAN) was known in the art at the time the invention was made 
(Abstract, Fig.4, Figs. 31B-D and Column 10, Lines 44-64). Thus, it is 
respectfully submitted that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to take the teachings of Ludwig 
related to a router converting via analog-to-digital converter and have modified 
the teachings of Gambel related to remote control of a remote recording device 
via infrared ray emitting facilitating the transmission of analog signaled 
contents routed/ communicated over the global communication network by 
supporting plurality of data formats in a multimedia steaming environment 
(Column 43, Lines 48-50 and Column 10, Lines 46-48). 

As per claim 3, the already combined teachings of Gambel and Ludwig, 
since the already combined teachings are dealing with real-time time sensitive 
contents such as streaming of audio and video contents; an RTSP (Real Time 
Streaming Protocol) was inherently disclosed (see Ludwig, Column 5, Lines 12- 
55). 

As per claims 4 and 9, the already combined teachings substantially 
disclosed the invention as claimed. Furthermore, given the fact that the 
combined teachings disclosed a router performing a conventional analog-to- 
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digital and vise versa of audio and video contents; the already combined 
teachings necessarily involve an input unit for inputting an analog signal 
output by said external apparatus or analog input port having therein an 
audio-signal input sub-port for inputting an analog signal and a video-signal 
input sub-port for inputting a video signal. Thus, the router-performing analog 
to digital conversion as recited above inherently taught the input ports as 
claimed. 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. 

a. Tarr et al. (US 7046251 B2) entitled: "Editing system with router 
for connection to HDTV circuitry" 

b. Ludwig et al. (US 6898620 Bl) entitled: "Multiplexing video and 
control signals onto UTF' 

c. Rakib et al. (US 6889385 Bl) entitled: "Home network for receiving 
video-on-demand and other requested programs and services" 

d. Furukawa et al. (US 6804827 Bl) entitled: "Transmission system 
and method signal adjusting apparatus and method and routing 
apparatus" 
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e. Steinberg et al. (US 6750902 Bl) entitled: "Camera network 
communication device" 

f. Shaw (US 6751673 B2) entitled: "Streaming media subscription 
mechanism for a content delivery network" 

g. Rakib et al. (US 6678740 Bl) entitled: "Process carried out by a 
gateway in a home network to receive video-on-demand and other" 
requested programs and services 

h. Grapes (US 6446130 Bl) entitled: "Multimedia delivery system" 

i. Glaser et al. (US 6151634 A) entitled: "Audio-on-demand 
communication system" 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Yemane M. Gerezgiher whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-3927. The examiner can normally be reached 
on 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM Mon - Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, William C. Vaughn can be reached on (571) 272-3922. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

TertianeM. gerezgilter 
(patent Examiner, CS 
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